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DEDICATION 


To the small group of Christian men and women 
who, in 1899 when Hereford was little more than the 
name of a spot on the prairie, establiished there the first 
organized church of any communion; 


To those who later joined them and co-labored with 
them, and carried on the functional activities of the 
church, and in their lives gave it meaning and vitality; 


And to those in the present, wearing the mantle of 
responsibiliity and having the privilege of carrying on 
the work of the church; 


We dedicate this book. 
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FOREWORD 


In writing the history of the First Christian Church of Hereford, Texas, we 
have endeavored to give as accurate an account as possible, to picture as com- 
. pletely as possible the life and activities of the church; but due to the fact that 
practically all church records have been lost we recognize the probability of 
many mistakes and omissions. We trust that all who read this and sense its 
incompleteness will, in view of this fact, consider its omissions unintentional and 
forgive its inadequacies. We regret that much activity of the church and the 
work of many individuals must go unrecognized herein, but we believe it will 
rot go unrewarded. * 


For our information for this history we have relied on the recollections of 
many members of the church who have been in it from its very early years; on 
the recollection of Mr. Troy Womble, who is the only surviving charter member; 
upon the files of “The Hereford Brand”, starting in 1901; and upon the deed 
records of Deaf Smith County, Texas. We have tried to avoid claiming accuracy 
for facts which are not of record unless generally agreed upon by those who 
remember them. 


We express thanks to “The Hereford Brand” for access to its files; to Mr. Troy 
Womble and his sister, Mrs. L. R. Bradley, whose memories run back to the 
beginnings of the church; to Mrs. J. E. Hill, Mrs. Alen Bell, Mrs. C. R. Smith, 
Mr, Claude Ricketts, Mrs. A. M. Jones, Mrs. Beryl Elliston, and Mrs. Harry Seed 
for their time spent in conference discussing the history of the church. Mrs. 
Beryl Elliston made available the only written records of the church, which were 
the minutes of the Ladies Aid Society from 1906 to 1921. Many others supplied 
items of information. 


THE HISTORICAL COMMITTEE, 
Travis M. Dameron, Chairman. 
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CHURCH HISTORY 


About 138 years ago in western Pennsylvania, a small group of religious 
people, appalled at the bitterness of interdenominational hatred, decided to with- 
draw from their church affiliations to escape this bickering and strife, and to 
call upon the divided groups of Protestant christianity to unite in a single group 
upon the simple bond of loyalty to Christ as head of the church, to lay aside all 
human authority in the church, all divisive creeds, doctrines and names. They 
decided to acknowledge no leader but Christ, to take. only the name of Christian, 
to accept no articles of faith but the New Testament Scriptures, to follow only 
the practices of the Apostolic Age in the way they practiced them as disclosed 
by the New Testament. They reasoned that this much would be acceptable to 
all Christians; to require more, or less, would be assuming unwarranted authority. 
Upon this basis on May 4, 1811, the Brush Run Creek Christian Church was 
organized with Thomas and Alexander Campbell as elder and pastor. _From 
this small beginning the movement has spread until now the brotherhood of the 
Disciples cf Christ is one of the half dozen largest Protestant groups in the 
United States. 


As far as it-can be determined, the first Disciple preacher to preach this 
faith in Deaf Smith County was Thomas G. Nance, father of Mrs. Roberta Dyar, 
who preached at the G. R. Jowell ranch house at the Sulphur Park place east 
of Hiereford in November, 1888. He was only three days behind the first Meth- 
odist preacher to preach in.the county. Brother Nance also had the distinction 
ef being the first Disciple preacher to preach in some half dozen other nearby 
counties, as well as extensive pioneer preaching in still many other plains and 
south plains counties before the turn of the century. He later was to make his 
home in Iereford, where he often supplied in the pulpit when needed. The 
atea of his pastorate was as wide as ihe Panhandle, in the. days when hardly 
enough people could be gathered from the sparsely settled prairies to make 
an audianee. But the seed was well and faithfully sown, for today there are 
churches standing in many of the communities where he preached to handfuls 
of people in ranch homes. The Church at Hereford, in its present church build- 
ing, honors his memory in the large east window presenting in stained glass the 
pazabie of the sower, which so fitly summarizes his work. 


There were other pioneer preachers in the county. Mrs..L. R. Bradley recalls 
that in 1897 F. T. Denison preached several days in the G. R. Jowell home at 
Sulphur Park. Perhaps other preaching was done here in the days before anyone 
thought of a town where Hereford now is. The Santa Fe built the railroad 
across the plains in 1898, and Hereford was born that year. 


Less than a year afterwards, sometime in February, 1899, a group of eleven 
men and women met and organized the Christian Church at Hereford. Among 
the charter members were Mr. and Mrs. F. T. Denison, minister, Mr. and Mrs. 
L, Gough, Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Norton, Ferd Gough, G. R. Jowell, Troy Womble; 
two others are unknown. The first officers were L. Gough, G. R. Jowell and 
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R. H. Norton. _One account has it that they met in the Western Union Land Co. 
building; though Mr. Troy Womble recalls that they met in a small building 
being made ready for the installation of a saloon. He further recalls that the 
saloon did not materialize, though the sign had been made; for it was never 
opened there. 


In October, 1898, the Western Union Land Company had conveyed to F. T. 
Denson, trustee, lot 6, block 31 of the town of Hereford. On this lot, at the 
corner of Third and Miles, just across the street north of the present city hall, 
this group financed and the community at large helped to build an attractive 
frame church building, complete with spire, in the summer and fall of 1899. 
This building was used for many community purposes, and by other church 
groups which were soon to form, It seems that, at first, services were held only 
on first Sundays of the month with F. T.. Denson as pastor. Shortly later, other 
church groups used the church and held services on other Sundays, but all were 
invited and expected to participate in the services each Sunday. This arrange- 
ment continued until other churches built their own church buildings. On 
September 13, 1901, a community meeting was held at the church to discugs 
prohibition, with L. Gough as chairman stating the purpose of the meeting. 
A committee was formed to circulate petitions. Over. 200 signatures were pro- 
cured. At an election in the following October the county voted dry by 19 votes. 
Hereford’s only saloon thereafter closed its doors. 


In August, 1902, a tent revival meeting was held while H. M. Bandy was 
pastor. According to the recollection of Mrs. J. E. Hill and Mrs. A. M. Jones 


this meeting was held by Granville Jones. At this time these two women arrong is) 


others made the good confession, and were subsequently baptized in a horse 
trough at the L. Gough residence. Other baptisms were performed, at least by 
another church, in the lake west of town. Later on baptismal services were 
conducted at the creek, one spot being just east of the Main street bridge. After 
this meeting services were held on first and second Sundays instead of first 
Sundays only. On February 3, 1905, “The Brand” carried the announcement by 
J. B. Haston, pastor, of services on the first, second, and fourth Sundays each 
month. Reverend Haston was also on the college faculty. 


The church grew fast in these early years along with the town, so that the 
church building became inadequate. In April, 1907, there was a meeting to 
discuss a new building. A financial committee consisting of L. Gough, W. L. 
Vaughn, Ed Connell, and T. J. Graves was formed to raise money. There were 
a number of $1000 and $500 subscriptions. In discussing whether to dismantle 
the old building and rebuild on the same site or procure another site, as Mrs. J. E. 
E:iil recalls, Mr. T. E. Shirley, arguing for another site, predicted that soon street 
cars would b2 rattling past the present site and disturbing services. He also 
wanted to get away from the lumber yard across the street. Mrs. Hill amus- 
ingly noted that after the new site was chosen at Sixth and Main, and the building 
under construction, a lumber yard was set up and did business for years just 
across the street east of it. By June, 1997, the church was meeting in the audi- 
torium of the college building, which it did for some time while the new church 
was being built. 
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First dirt was.moved at the new church site in 1908, and in 1909 the super- 
structure was erected, and the basement finished for occupancy. Minutes of the 
board of 4d meeting in 1998 (appearing from the deed records) show approval 
of the sale of the old church property at A. H. Elliston, with the privilege of 
using the church without rent until the new building was finished. They also 
disclose the estimated cost of the new church at $13,770.00. Incidentally the 
same minutes authorized paying $150 a year to help support a preacher at Tulia 
and Plainview. The first Christmas spent in the basement was that of 1909. 
The costs had already grown to about $20,000, so the building could not then 
be completed. 


In the light of later history, too large a building had been planned. It was 
started during optimistic times, when trainloads of prospectors were coming to 
town; when real estate men were predicting, according to “The Brand”, a town 
of 20,000 people by 1910; when the whole community was promoting and expecting 
a north-south railroad, ambitiously named the Colorado, Hereford & Gulf. But 
the church came up against the difficult financial and climatic conditions follow- 
ing 1907, which, together with the concurrent financial burdens of the college, 
forced it to store the seats for the auditorium and leave the sanctuary unfinished 
for several years. 


In January, 1915, plans were revived to complete the auditorium. Some 
$6,000 was needed, raising the overall cost to about $30,000. Subscriptions were 
sought in 1916. A sreat many people outside the church made generous contri- 
butions. The church had borrowed $10,500, by note, dated November 5, 1910, 
owed to the California State Life Insurance Company, which note had been 
carried for years personally guaranteed by A. H. Eliston, F. H. Oberthier, R. H. 
Norton, R. J. Kibbe, A. C. Elliott, L. Gough, E. E. Ramsey, J. W. Barnett, and 
J. T. Jowell—perhaps at considerable embarrassment to their personal credit. 
This note needed tobe paid or refinanced, which was done in February, 1917, the 
church at that time borrowing $5,000 from the American Christian Missionary 
Society. To pay this off many members signed a series of small notes maturing 
periodically. It was finally released in October, 1926. But the auditorium was 
completed, and on May 15, 1917, the first regular Bible school and church services 
were held there, though it had been used the preceding Easter for the funeral 
of Mrs. A. W. Gregg, who had previously promoted a concert at the courthouse 
to raise money for its completion. Dedicatory services were held August 22, 
1918, Rev. Chilton preaching the sermon and Rev. T. G. Nance offering the dedi- 
catory prayer. The building thus completed stood for many years along with 
the courthouse as the conspicuously monumental buildings of the town. Its 
auditorium, seating 1,200 people, the largest in town, was, by church policy, 
offered freely for larger community and church gatherings, and was often so 
used. The church was begun and basement completed during the pastorate of 
S. T. Shore; and the building was completed during the succeeding pastorate of 
Dr. G. A. Farris. 


In August, 1921, the church purchased, at a cost of $3,250, the W. S. Higgins 
home on the corner of Sixth and Jowell for a parsonage. This home was recon- 
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veyed in August, 1925, to his heirs in consideration of the cancellation of $2,000 
of the indebtedness. In the spring of 1929 lots were purchased across the street 
south of the church, and the present brick parsonage was built. Jeff Gilbreath 
wisely advocated raising the money to pay for it at the time; but instead $4,000 
was borrowed from Mrs. Gabbert in October, 1929, which was to become quite 
embarrassing to the church during the depression years of the early “thirties”. 
This debt was not discharged until May, 1935, and then only by conveying the 
74 acre tract which Mr. Shirley had given to the church, at a valuation of $1,586, 
to Mrs. McClellan, the owner of the notes,—and further by four members (C. H. 
Dyar, E. E. Ramsey, A. Lowther, J. H. Head) borrowing $3,500 on their personal 
note and paying over the proceeds for the church. These men were not finally 
repaid until the early 1940’s. Thus unfortunately for a third time the church, 
having attempted to expand its facilities partly by credit, was plagued by subse- 
quent financial embarrassment and difficulty brought on by general adverse 
economic conditions. 


In recent years, the church, unembarrassed by debt and prospering with the 
country, has been able to contribute in more substantial amounts to Texas 
Christian University, to the Juliet Fowler Home in Dallas, and other promotional 
and sustaining activities of the brotherhood of the Disciples. It has accepted the 
goals for the three year Crusade, and made progress toward reaching them. 
When the churches of diztricts 1 and 2 of the Panhandle decided to purchase 
Ceta Glen for a conference ground, the church accepted its quota and was among 
the first to raise and pay in the money, over $1,350, as reported to the last district 
convention. 


There have been many members of the church who in the past have 
given large sums for the building of the churches, the parsonage, and the college, 
some of whom have been mentioned. Special recognition is due Mr. T. E. Shirley, 
who was a donor of valuable properties. In April, 1923, he gave to the church a 
tract 280 x 471 feet (later enlarged to 300’ x 471’) on the southeast corner of block 
19 of Evants Addition to Hereford. This was subdivided into 16 town lots in 
December, 1926, and sold at auction the next year, the church realizing about 
$1,700 therefrom, which went into the building fund. In May; 1927, Mr. Shirley 
further gave the church a tract 437x532 feet on the northeast corner ch block 
19 Evants Addition. This tract was sold in 1948 to the Hereford School District 
for the sum of $5,500, now on hand, with which the church has decided to buy 
an electric organ. Again in September, 1928, Mr. Shirley gave the church a tract 
of 74 acres almost adjoining the town of Hereford. As previously mentioned 
this tract was applied to discharge the parsonage debt at a valuation of $1,586. 


The church has never had any phenomenal periods of growth since the early 
years. In September, 1915, a membership of 200 was reported in “The Brand”, . 
For about three decades since then the membership has averaged about 200. 
The population of the town was also about static. But with small membership 
have accrued many advantages of more intimate fellowship and fuller participa- 
tion in efforts and services. The smaller the membership the more necessary for 
each one to take some part in the church program, The church through many of 
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the early years held an annual covered dish church dinner in January, and spent 
the day at the church after services. In recent years such dinners have been 
more frequetnly enjoyed, in the evenings, but not at regular anniversaries, except 
for the annual church business session in the fall. Also for many years the 
church held annual sunrise prayer meeting services on Easter morning, which 
were impressive and inspirational. A printed program of such a service in March, 
1921, shows that Mesdames Lowther, Guthrie, Corbett, and Gough, and Messrs. 
Lowther, Gough, and Ramsey took part. Other special programs, parties, etc., 
cannot be mentioned in detail, but were frequent enough to make for close 
fellowship and enjoyable church life. | 


The church has occasionally, though not regularly, held revival meetings. 
Many times the pastors have done the preaching from shorter meetings, for they 
have been for the most part very able preachers. Some of the longer meetings 
of three weeks or more include the Chilton-Hutton meeting in the summer of 
1918; the Graham Frank-Hutton meeting in the summer of 1919; and the W. C. 
Cole meeting in the summer of 1920. Among the pastors, Paul J. Merrill, J. W. 
Boultinghouse, and H..\M. Redford participated in meetings held here before 
they later came as pastors. H. M. Bandy returned to hold a meeting after leaving 
as pastor. Others recalled include Leslie Finnel, J. T. McKissick, Marion Ross. 


The church also in the early years joined the other churches of the town in 
revival meetings under joint auspices, among them being the J. A. Andrews 
meeting in 1901, the Lockett Adair meeting of 1908, and the Norris-Schofield 
meeting of 1915. The moving power of some of these early meetings is indicated 
by an account of the Lockett Adair meeting appearing in ‘The Brand” of Sepiem- 
ber 25, 1908. It concluded with 230 conversion and reclamations, 47 of which came 
on the closing Sunday night. This closing service started at seven-thirty and 
closed at midnight. After the choir had sung for two hours, others had to be 
recruited from the audience to give them a rest. This seems a far cry from the 
present stereotyped one hour long service. 


The Hereford Christian Church has maintained an attitude of cooperation 
with the other churches of the town. It has in the summer seasons of many 
different years participated in cooperative Sunday evening services with the 
Methodist and. Presbyterian churches. It has joined with these and other 
churches in other cooperative services. It has welcomed their new ministers 
soon after arrival by the courtesy gesture of dismissing one evening service in 
order to attend their service; and generally has tried to foster the unity of 
believers in the bonds of love. 


Among church leaders who have served as chairmen of the official board 
ere L. Gough, J. H. Head, A. M. Jones, W. E. Dameron, J. C. Ricketts, J. B. Stoker, 
I. M. Kester, cnd H. M. Thomas, the present chairman. Others, such as C. H. Dyar 
or F. li Obesthier, have by their sound counsel and consistent interest been equally 
valuable leaders. Sitll others, such as Ira Ricketts or L. H. Foster, in quiet and 
unobtrusive manner have been just as valuable pillars of support,—L. H. Foster 
having served over a score of years as church school secretary and much of that 
time as secretary of the board. 
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Men may come and go, but the church moves on to carry out God’s plan 
and purpose. This church is celebrating its 50th anniversary in one of the most 
confusing times of all history. Human vision cannat foresee what the future 
years will bring. But the history of the past is God’s own assurance to His 
people that He will not forsake His own. God stiil guides the destiny of His 
church. With this assurance and this faith, we may confidently face the future. 


CHURCH MUSIC 


The. first choirs of the church were likely. community choirs, formed with 
the ceoperation of several denominational groups. Probably Mrs. C. R. Smith 
was the first regular organist, beginning in 1902 and continving for sayaral years. 
A cottage organ, which G. R.- Jowell had given to tne church, was used for a 
long time. Other pianists who have served the church have been Mrs. Ina 
Seed, Mrs. Roberta Dyar, and the present pianist, Mrs. ‘Grace Coombes, who 
also sarves the Bible school as pianist. Mvrs. Coombes has served faithfully and 
sacrificiaNy for many years. In former years several younger girls served as 
plienists ia the Bible school. 


Many have served as choir directors in the past from Mrs. Lee Clark in 1903 
to Mrs. Roberta Dyar, who is servins so efficiently at the present time. Others 
have been recalled who included Mr. Holoway, Mrs. Pautine Hailiv, Miss Willa 
Rhons,.Miss Gladys Kilgore, Rev. Paul J. Merrill, and Mis. Ina Gregg Seed. 
The church has been blessed with good musical talent, and a willingness on the 
part of choir members to werk and sacrifice in attending weekly choir rehearsals 
over the years in order to make the maximum contribution to the church 
services. Occasionally there have been instrumeniai additions; and many 
talented soloists at the present and in the past have added much to the music. 


One year ago the choir decided to become a vested choir, and robes were 
purchased with funds from the church treasury. The church is now planning 
to purchase an electric organ with the proceeds from the sale-of a tract of land 
which Mr. Shirley gave to the church in 1927 for that purpose. The present choir 
is fairly well balanced in all sections and rates high among ccmmunity church 
choirs. | 
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CHURCH SCHOOL HISTORY 


In the very earliest years of the church, when several communions were 
using the church building for their worship services, a community Bible school 
with C. G. Witherspoon of the Presbyterian church as superintendent was organ- 
ized. This arrangement did not last long, being abandoned with the building of 
otrer churches. The first reference to the church school of the Christian church 
is found in an issue of “The Hereford Brand” in February, 1995, showing L. 
Gough was superintendent. He acted in this capacity up to about 1909, Other 
superintendents following him, and avproximate dates of office, are: A. C. Elliott, 
1910-11; D. A. Shirley, 1912-13; W. E. Dameron, 1914; J. H. Bright, 1915; W. E. 
Dameron, 1916-19; J. C. Ricketts, 1920-25; A. Lowther, 1926-27; J. C. Ricketts, 
1928-29; A. M. Jones, 1930-32. Since then the office has been filled by A. A. 
Foster, Mrs. B. F. Guthrie, Ellis Coombes, Clifford Kester, J. C. Ricketts, A. 
Petersen, and Herman Ford, who left in 1948. 


We are not able to even mention the work of many teachers who through 
the years at one time or another have given faithful service in the church school, 
for we have no record of their services. A list would include many names 
familiar in church history, such as T. E. Shirley, D. A. Shirley, F. H. Oberthier, 
Ruby and Una Norton, Mrs. B. F. Guthrie, and Mrs. A. Lowther. From the 
standpoint of lensth of service mention should be made of E. E. Ramsey, who 
so many eyars taught a class of men; Mrs. T. G. Nance, who taught a similar 
class of women; Mrs. E. E. Ramsey, who so many years was superintendent and 
teacher in the primary department; Mrs. W. E. Dameron, who for the past twenty- 
two years has been superintendent and teacher in the beginners devartment; and 
W. E. Dameron, who for more than twenty-five years taught the Fellowship Class. 
We realize that to even mention a few names may be in injustice to others not 
named. A mixed young peoples class, later taking the name of Pep Class, was 
usually taught by the ministers,—Bros. Asbell, Merrill, Morgan, Boultinghouse, 
McWiliiams, and finally Redford, under whom it was divided and reorganized 
into men’s and women’s groups. 


The church school has had most of th2 time abvcut 100 averase attendance, 
though the number was larger for a time in the 1920’s, Mr. Lowther recalling 
that for some time it was close to the 200 mark. In 1905 “The Rrand” renorted 
an enrolment of eighty-two; and October 25, 1912, it reported an attendance of 
114 out of a total of 473 for the four churches of the town, 


The church school for many years met in unified assembly. Shortly after 
the auditorium of the present building came into use in 1917, the primary depart- 
ment was separated and continued to use the basement. About 1927, in Thurman 
Morgan’s pastorate, the church school was further departmentalized. When E. R. 
McWilliams first came as pastor in 1932, a negro minstrel was given in the 
basement and a collection taken for the purpose of furnishing and equipping the 
junior department. Many will remember with pleasure other programs and 
activities, the Christmas tree parties, the Bible school picnics in the early years 
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on the creek, with hay wagon transportation, usually at Sulphur Park; also the 
many class picnics, hayrides, socials, and dinners of various groups. The church 
school cooperating with the church has encouraged its young people to attend 
the conference at Ceta Glen. It has, sometimes cooperating with other churches, 
several times sponsored vacation Bible schools lasting about two weeks. It has 
emphasized serving by giving, in the White Gift offering for the Juliet Fowler 
Home in Dallas, in thanksgiving and other special offerings for church wide 
promotional work; and the giving has recently been quite creditable. 


Today the school is completely departmentalized from the cradle roll to the 
senior high groups. A nursery is furnished for small children, with a paid 
attendant, so as to make it more convenient for parents to attend worship 
services. 


WOMEN'S WORK 
LADIES AID HISTORY 


In 1900 a ladies aid society was organized under the leadership of Mrs. F. T. 
Denson. Late~. in 1998, a constitution was drawn up and adopted. Minutes of 
the society frcem 19/6 through 1921 reveal that it was active, meeting regularly 
with average attendance about ten for several years. At first it met twice a 
month, then later once a month. Mrs. Martha Taliaferro was president in 1906. 
Other presidents were Mrs. L. .Gough—two or three different times—Mrs. T._E. 
Shirley, and Mrs. T. G. Nance. Secretaries include the names of Mrs. A. C. 
Elliott, Mrs. E. E. Ramsey, Mrs. A. M. Jones, Miss Bertha Dameron, Mrs. Beryl 
Elliston, Mrs. W. H. Russell, Mrs. S. J. Dodson, and Mrs, W. R. Evants. For part 
of this period they were divided into sections which seemed to correspond with 
geographical sections of the town. Members paid regular dues, of which records 
were kept. 


Much of the work of the scciety was in raising funds for the then, acutely 
felt needs of the church. To do this they resorted to almost every known finan- 
cial device or plan, which included sponsoring of lectures, plays, and concerts on 
a commission basis, bazaars, apron and bonnet sales, rummage sales, quilting, 
bake sales, serving of meals and banquets, and church fairs. 


The funds were applied regularly to a variety of needs, some of which listed 
are: contributions to the orphans’ home at Dallas and the children’s home at 
St. Louis, furniture for the girls’ home at the college, other aid for the college, 
the clothing and care of a girl at the orphans’ home, funds for roof repair of the 
church, chairs and silverware for the church, carpeting the aisles of the church 
in 1919, paying janitor’s salary, contribution to the church budget, contribution to 
the Christian Women’s Board of Missions, the forerunner of the present United 
Christian Missionary Society, and contributions to pay off the church debt. The 
sum of $550 was paid in on church debts in 1916-1917. 
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The ladies aid organized and kept active a program of sick visitation. They 
sent quilts of their own making and collections of clothes to the orphans’ home. 
On February 10, 1910, they provided for a house warming in the basement of 
the new church. In December, 1915; they received written resolutions of thanks 
and appreciation from the church board for their consistent and substantial aid. 
They assembled as workers to clean up and refurbish the interior of the church. 
The cost of the first pulpit, made by local carpenters, was paid for with the 
proceeds of an ice cream supper, doubtless of home-made and contributed ice 
cream. These activities, so sketchingly outlined herein, cannot be described so 
as to give adequate recognition of the sacrifice, the time, the toil involved in the 
humble, patient, and faithful services of the ladies of the church throughout its 
history. 


MISSIONARY SOCIETY HISTORY 


In 1903 the Missionary Society was organized with Mrs. L. A. Ricketts as 
president. An old issue of “The Brand” notes a meeting of the society with Mrs. 
R. J. Kibbe in 1905. “The Brand” also reports a meting of the society on January 
7, 1912, the Sunday afternon of the annual church dinner; and on the same oc- 
casion in 1913 a joint meeting was held with the ladies aid. On December 10, 1915, 
announcement was made that the society would have charge of the Sunday even- 
ing services. In July, 1920, is reported a service in which the missionary society 
honors Brother T. G. Nance, pioneer missionary preacher. a 


The missionary society appears to have met in regular monthly meetings 
with programs designed to maintain interest and furnish instruction in mission- 
ary activities. They were affiliated with the Christian Women’s Board of Mis- 
soins, which was organized in 1874 in Ohio. Under its auspices various mission- 
aries made appearances at the church. It is regrettable that there are available 
no detailed records of its activities; but they must have been devoted and con- 
sistent, since many of the same ladies made up its membership who so faithfully 
and adequately served in the ladies aid. The ladies aid minutes of October 10, 
1920, record that a resolution combining the two societies into one society was 
passed, through the minutes of the ladies aid as such were written up for a quite 

aperiod afterward. 

In more recent years less emphasis has been placed on the formal organizations 
of either society, but the same activities have been carried on by the ladies of the 
church by common consent after the pattern and with the same motives as the 
earlier societies. 


In July, 1948, the women of the church organized a women’s council to carry 
on much the same kind of work as the two earlier societies. The council at 
present meets once a month for business, devotions, and study. It is divided in- 
tc three groups which also meet monthly. 
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Christian Endeavor, a youth organization for the training of young men and 
women in the personal expression of their religion in song, prayer, scripture 
reading, and public address, was started early and fostered by the church 
through the years. The Hereford Brand of September 6, 1902, records that a 
Christian Endeavor Society was organized with Mrs. T. J. Davis, president; Mrs. 
Ira Aten, vice-president; and Miss Zula Vandergurg, secretary-treasurer. In 1904 
a program appears in which L. Gough ,Mary Clark, Mina Dameron, Maude Mil- 
ler, and Misses Nunley and Fore took part .Press announcements from time to 
time showed the continued activity of Christian Endeavor through the early 
years, and indicated the participation of many whose names are familiar in early 
church history. Again the Hereford Brand of December 10, 1915, reports a re- 
organization of G. E. with H. F. Wood, president; Waldine Wilson, vice- president; 
Bertha Dameron, secretary-treasurer; and Vinnie Neal, organist. In February, 
1919, Lee Biggs was president of C. E. Through interest at times waned, records 
are adequate enough to indicate the continued existence of C. E. 


Many will remember the pleasant socials and after church social hours en- 
jyoed by the C. E. groups. For much of the time there has been both junior and 
senior C. E. organizztions, the juniors for many years meeting on Sunday after- 
noons the seniors mecting Sunday evenings before church services. There have 
been times wh=n the C. &. met jointly with the C. E. of the Presbyterian Church. 
In March, 191, the C..E. organizations of the two churches joined in a father and 


son banquet. Many present church members have in the past worked in the _.: 


C. E. organization, and doubtless there received training which has made them 
better church members. 


In recent years the youth work of the church has been correlated in an or- 
‘ganization, now known as Christian Youth Fellowship, which inciudes the youth 
of all ages. Besides the weekly Sunday night programs, they participate in dis- 
trict youth rallies, world-fallowship meets, summer conferences and camps. 


PANHANDLE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE MisTerr 

On July 12, 1961, at the invitation of G. R. Jowell, Rev. Randolph Clark be- 
gan a series of lectures at the church. He had recently resigned as president 
of a collese at Iaancatter. He noted that Hereford would be a good place for a 
college, partly becuase of the absence of the lawless element found then in so 
many picneer communities. His suggestions resulted in a meeting at the church on 
Monday, July 19, 1901, at which a committee consisting of G. R. Jowell, L. Gough, 
Troy Womble, Rev. Clark, and others was.appointed to look for a suitable site. 
Rev. Clark was impressed with the lake in the town and the possibilities for 
boating and water sports in connection with the proposed college. Tuesday the 
committee reported back, and resolutions were adopted to establish a college. On 
the following Monday, July 26,1901, the Hereford School Association Charter was 
submitted by a committee consisting of L. Gough, C. G. Witherspoon, and J. E. 
Ferguson. Among the nine trustees named were L. Gough and R. H. Norton. The 


roa pe Uae 


Tae 
by 
Rea 
ey 


a 


vey 
pi ta 
Oech 2h 


bit 
uot , / 
Ly hy fl 
Yee f 
eu 
nad ) 
uae Wind ey ) y 7 al he 8 MW yy. i 
pak at UAB 9 gee ' de Ua en NIH cea yet 
eaten * +3 ve " J eee EN ty heels ive ae M : ae! 
Wel ae oa CAE ott i 9) Gane ate ere : mR th \ ete eR Yh 
ah ge j 


aa | 


A. 


college was opened in 1903, the classes being held for some time in the girl's 
aormiioiy because the college building was incomplete. The college fell into 
financial difficulties in the summer of 15904, and was closed for some months. 
The property was tendered to the Baptist Church, but apparently refused. 


At any rate in December, 1904, the piight of the college was presented to the 
2aders of the Christian Churches assembled for a lectureship at Temple, Texas, 
by I. E. Shirley and Randolph Clark. The state leaders agreed to back the col- 
elie haahniae and govern it indirectly through state trustees with direct con- 
trol being exercised by the local trustees. E. V. Zollers b2carn2 an active down- 
st ta tric nd of the college. Thus the college, at first cailed the Hereford College, 
Ad i-Ran Coilege, became the Panhandle Christian College. The college was re- 
opened January 6, 1905, with the following on the faculty: Jesse B. Haston, Jno. 
J. Clark, Douglas Shirley, Misses Hamilton and Bourland. 


In the fall of 1906, ina drive to raise money to purchase the girls’ dormitory 
building for the college substantial contiibutions were made by L. Gough, L. Ht 
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Jowcll, S .S. ants, and others, and among tnose to come to the rescue then were: 
tT. is. Shirley, L. Gough, R. J. Hibbe, The Ladies diay: ociety, Auda. Klistom, WE: 
Oeerty ian, oH. NWorinon,| Al WwW, Gregg, A. C. Eihiott, George A, Stambaugh. Most 


of these coniributions, as those previously cnn a EG were in suims of £1000 or 
&590, which was sacricicial giving in those days, especially so wnen one considers 
the comcurrent fmandcinl demands of the new church. 

Sous (ne college wingliy cased in) 1912, these sacriiices wera not altogether 
wasted, for many youn? people attended iis sessions with prorit, including many 
peesent members of the church, lt curriculum, its football games, ifs intercollege 


Cibates, its plays‘and concerts, given ‘in the early years from ils stage, with 
heros aie tna iid Vodlectors Tos woolhaits and) tae pYesgeroe GLa group. of! col- 
leve voungs men and worsen in the town, drew focal interest and. enriched com- 
minty lice, An tem appecaredin’ The recrelard’ Brand” under date hac of January 
4, 1913, complaining that the college property was being abused by vandalism, 
2 dormitory building was first sold and 
torn down; aid then, in August, 1915, the Hereford Independent School District 


rt 


p! eae resuliing from its vacancy. 


purehased the college building with six acres oi land and used it for some ten 
years as a high scnool building, Though the college succumbed to adverse econo- 
mie conditions, going the way of many other smali town colleges on the plains 
and elsewhere, it stood, and still stands in memory, as a monument to the high 
purposes, the idealism, and the generous philanthropy of its promoters and sup- 
porters, 
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THE MINISTERS 


F. T. Denson Mae ce ghey en pete ein rk rode che oct RMARE SLUR peDaee te era sebra 1899-1901 
H. M. Bandy Pe a Lee A Rape FDR GLY Tags a yA aw 8 4a ae ibs Moe tng O64 1) ae 1901-1904 
SA GMA) BT 8 PRN A ada A ly lost SOLS PARDON MOLTO. sto SUM pete oh) Ant a Sem 1904-1906 
A RE cee ee ee a Ua a cited ld ti en 1906-1908 
EE Gh oe Sailer ial olay Rte TPES haa Ne UE pEN eof PR Na NEE baer eM NTD mem GET 1908-1912 
or a. Searels PIO MMRG HOM SEDO UIT LAURE ESAS et lo eal Se che rd a ba thee 1913-1917 
SRN RT 4 cr! Mian thle ei be Ae AR cas ee eee PRIDE ey NR ital Ys Eerus Rat Reve 1918-1921 
ES WR I ea pte et aed ae oa ed emote cad ep Bei 1921-1922 
BOOT PRET RED eee oul ee LE Dee i yale esl Pa a pe heisicneina se Rapa i ant ae ink 1922-1926 
Whuriaar Mergen oe ee ee ea ee a a 1926-1928 
SEE ERO ETE OCI ee oe sh cae nea pelle te ere 1929-1931 
) 
Nap ee ee ea 7 PP AAORTE ORE Nese) PMB 1931-1932 
PDE RTA LEG GAT Ty Tun an Mae st BAU NALA gh RDN SIE od Wie lt og uae oe een 1932-1935 
H. M. Redford ARES NAME AR PRPS RESIN Aaa ae 1936-1943 
AOE ATMO ZA Ve Trek ed 2 CONOR SLED EVE MONT an Qs AVS Beer NURSE Ges RS ae aay Caregen ie ea Page ee wen 1944-1945 
2 aR GUN Te) oof Op Le le EME ED ay ASKIN ey A Ee a ese RIEL ANASNO SUN ond Riana ats ce Se WRAU ne 1946-____ 
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PROGRAM 
FOR 


THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 


CELEBRATION 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13: 


Morning—Homecoming services _________________ Rev. Thurman Morgan 


Evening—Memorial services 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15: 


Apniversary Panguetie too Oe Toastmaster, W. E. Dameron 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17: 


‘ Panhandle Christian College Reunion 


Anniversary Pageant written and produced by Ina Gregg Seed 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20: 


Morning---Anniversary service! 0 Rev. Noel L. Keith 


Afternoon __ OT JUNE ap 0s era Ue EL Ordination service for Glenn Ricketts 


Rev. Roy C. Snodgrass, ordination speaker 
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50TH ANNIVERSARY PAGEANT 
EPISODES 


EPISODE I—Organization of the church 

EPISODE II—First Choir 

EPISODE IlI—Ladies Aid 

EPISODE IV—Organization of the Slant School 

EPISODE V—oOld Christian College 

EPISODE VI—Women’s Missionary Society 

EPISODE VII—Women’s Council 

EPISODE VIII—Robed Choir 

EPISODE IX—Finale—Tribute to the only living charter member, Troy Womble. 


Memorial tribute to Charter Members. 
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THE PRESENT CHURCH OFFICERS 


Elmer Dameron 
H. M. Thomas 
Ira Ricketts 
Fred Moreman 
A. Lowther 


John Robinson 

V. O. Hennen 
Eliis Coombes 

B. F. Cain 

Pat Sullivan 
Lawrence Carlson 
C. R. Smith 

Will Harris 


Mrs. Roberta Dyar 
Mrs. Nona Jowell 
Mrs. J. B. Elliston 


ELDERS 


J. C. Ricketts 
E. Hill 
Phillips 


J. 
W: B. 
F. M. Kester 


DEACONS 


Ira Scott 
Robert Veigel 
Lyle Woodford 
H. H. Miller 
Earl Phillips 
Virgil Dodson 
W. R. Black 


DEACONESS 


Mrs. A. M. Jones 
Mrs. B. F..Cain 


JUNIOR DEACONS 


Duane Williams 

Delmo Williams 
Bobby Carnahan 
David Phillips 

John Samuels Coombes 
Irvin Robinson, Jr. 


CHAIRMAN. OF THE BOARD 
H. M. Thomas 


CLERK OF THE CHURCH 
A. Petersen 


FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Leonard Foster 


CHURCH TREASURER 
V. O. Hennen 


Wayne Phillips 
Carroll Miller 
Tommy D. Carnahan 
Billy Robinson 
Garland Robinson 


wr 
CHURCH EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
S@CRETARY 
Mrs. John Robinson 


ADVISORY COMMITTEE: 
H. M. Thomas, Chairman of the 
Board 
Travis Dameron 
Mrs, F. M. Kester 
Waiter London 
Mrs. W. E. Dameron 
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STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE: 
Elmer Dameron, Chairman 
V. O. Hennen 
Leonard Foster 
Jeff Gilbreath 


DEVOTIONAL COMMITTEE: 
Mrs. Roberta Dyar, Chairman 
Mrs. Ellis Coombes 
Mrs. O. H. Culpepper 
Rirs. KR, G. Blue 


CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE 
COMMITTEE: 
Mrs. Robert Veigel, Chairman 
Mrs. Jack Wilson 
Mrs. Frances Maxfield 
Mrs. Beryl Elliston 


BEGINNERS DEPARTMENT: 
Mrs. W. E. Dameron, Supt. 
Mrs. Roy Smith 


JUNIOR DEPARTMENT: 
Mrs. John Robinson, Supt. 
Mrs. O. H. Culpepper 


Mrs. Corinne Jennings, Devotional 


YOUNG PEOPLES DEPARTMENT: 
Claude Ricketts 


WOMEN’S CLASS: 
Mrs. Roberta Dyar 


FELLOWSHIP CLASS: 
W. E. Dameron 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE: 
B. F. Cain, Chairman 
Sam Nunnally 
Pat Sullivan 
John Robinson 
Mrs. Wilma Carnahan 
Mrs. Lyndal Murry 


EVANGELISM COMMITTEE: — 
Ira Ricketts, Chairman 
Mr. and Mrs, Fred Moreman 
Mrs. Ira Ricketts 
Mrs. Allen Bell 


PRIMARY DEPARTMENT: 
Mrs. Earl Phillips, Supt. 
Mrs. Gene Medlin 
Mrs. C. D. Carnahan 


INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT: 
Pat Sullivan, Supt. 
Mrs. Roy Ford 


YOUNG MARRIED COUPLE’S CLASS: 
Virgil Dodson | 


MEN’S CLASS: 
Travis Dameron 


RECORDING SECRETARY: 
Mrs. Carlos Vaughn 


THE WOMEN’S COUNCIL OFFICERS: GROUP LEADERS: 


President—Mrs. O. H. Culpepper _~ 


Vice-Pres.—Mrs. Clyde Russell 
Secretary—Mrs. Jack Wilson 
Treasurer—Mrs. B. F. Cain 


Mrs. Roberta Dyar 
Mrs. Robert Veigel 
Mrs. J. M. Posey 
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PRESENT MEMBERSHIP 


Aiken, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Angelo, Mrs. Marie 
Armstrong, Kenneth 
Askren, Mrs. S. E. 


Baker, Mrs. J. K. 

Beams, Mrs. George 
Beene, Mrs. Zona 
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Howe, Orin 


Jennings,: Mrs. Corinne 
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Johnson, Mrs. John 
Johnson, Wanza 

Jones, Mrs. A. M. 

Jones, Mr. and Mrs. A. P. 
Jowell, Mrs. G. R. 
Jowell, Mrs. Nona 
Jowell, Mr. and Mrs. Roy 
Jowell, Richard 


Kelton, Mr.’ and Mrs. C. D. 
Kester, Mr. and Mrs. F. M. 
Kester, Lynn 

Kester, Mrs. Velma 
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Orr, Mrs. Jane 


Pepper, Mrs. Irma Fay | 
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Petersen, Mr. and Mrs. A. 
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Posey, Mr. and Mrs. J. M. 


Renfro, Mrs. Criss 
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Robinson, Garland 
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Sawyer, Mrs. Willard 

Scott, Mr. and Mrs. Ira 

Seed, Mr. and Mrs. Hary 
Shearhart, Mr. and Mrs. Harold K. 
Simon, Geraldine 

Simon, Charles 

Simon, Mr. and Mrs. W. R. 
Simon, Phylis Jean _ 
Singleterry, Mrs. Pearl 

Smith, Betty Jane 

Smith, Christine 

Smith, Mr, and Mrs. C. R. 
Smith, Sue 

Smith, Mrs. F. S. 

Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Roy V. 
Sowell, Mrs. Julia 

Sowell, Charlie 

Sowell, Edgar 

Sowell, Morris 

Suit, Mr. and Mrs. Ray 
Sullivan, Mr. and Mrs. Robert — 
Sullivan, Pat 

Stambaugh, Mr. and Mrs. Geo. V. 
Speer, Mrs. Rosa 


Thomas, Mr. and Mrs. H. M. 
Thomas, Mr. and Mrs. N. G. 
Thomas, hiv-cnd Mus. N. EL. 
Thompson, Mrs. Robert 
Thompson, Elaine 

Trimble, Sanky 

Tynes, Mrs. Rex 


Vaughn, Clifford = 
Vaughn, Mr. and Mrs. Carlos 
Vaugnn, Oscar 
Vaughn, Jasper 
Vaughn, Mrs. W. A. 
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Veigel, Dorothy 

Veigel, Bobby 

Veigel, Mr. and Mrs. Robert 


Walker, Betty Sue 

Walker, Mrs. Calvin 
Walker, Laura Ann 
Walker, Mr. and Mrs WJ. E. 
Walters, S. B. 

Whisenand, Norman 
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Wilson, Bob 

Wilson, W. J., Jr. 

Wilson, Mrs. W. J., Sr. 
Williams, Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
Williams, Delmo 

Williams, Duane 

Woodford, Mr. and Mrs. Lyle 
Woodford, Tommy 

Womble, Troy 

Wemble, Benny 

Womer, Mrs. Inez 
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CONCLUSION 


The “Unfinished Symphony”; how we love it for its beauty, the harmony of 
its tones and its lingering cadences. 


The great things of life are not complete. The Acts of the Apostles is an 
“unfinished book.” Some one has said, “The Acts is still being written.” 

So it is with the record of The First Christian Church of Hereford. The 
record is not finished. Neither is this a full record of the past fifty years. 


This local unit in God’s Kingdom goes on challenging, changing, developing 
and molding the lives and destinies of men and women, boys and girls. 


We, the members of this Half Century, benefit by the work that has been 
done, and we share in the glorious responsibility of the present task. 


A great and worthy future is the promise of the past and the challenge of 
the present. 
Jesus, the pioneer of the way, leads on. 
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